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CHANGE LOG

What's new at the 35th National Japan Bow!l:

e The Aisatsu, Aizuchi, and Shigusa section

(previously “Useful Expressions”) has been updated.

e The Gestures Guide has been removed - please
check the Aisatsu, Aizuchi, and Shigusa section for

guidance on body language.

e The Common Place Names list has been updated.

Please review the new list carefully.
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UNDERSTANDING THE JAPAN BOWL CURRICULUM
— A NOTE TO STUDENTS —

Welcome to the National Japan Bowl study guide! We'd like to tell you a little
about our curriculum and why it is designed the way it is.

The National Japan Bowl covers two distinct but interconnected areas:
proficiency in the Japanese language and knowledge of Japan-related content. It
is this dual nature of the Japan Bowl curriculum that makes the Japan Bowl
unique. We have designed it this way because we are strongly aware that the
more familiar you are with Japanese culture, society, history, geography and the

arts, the better you will be able to communicate in Japanese.

As you'll see in the study guide that follows, the content-knowledge curriculum is
divided among those topics we consider basic, like etiquette and current events,
which are covered every year, others like history and culture in which the specific
content rotates on a three-year cycle, and special in-depth topics. The language
curriculum gives you the chance to use your language skills in real-world
situations that require level-appropriate knowledge of kanji, vocabulary, and
grammar, as well as interpersonal communication skills. It also aims to help you
become comfortable with the kind of idiomatic and expressive Japanese that
native speakers commonly use with each other.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Please visit http://www.japanbowl.org/ to download a PDF or Word doc version
of the Study Guide. The Competition Guide will be shared on the website in late
September, 2026.

For more information on team and student eligibility requirements, competition
rules and format, and preparing for the competition, you can visit us at

WWW.japanbowl.org.

We look forward to seeing you at the National Japan Bow!l!
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http://www.japanbowl.org/resources

CONTENT TOPICS

ALL LEVELS

EVERY YEAR: THE BASICS

Etiquette at school, in public places, and as a guest in people's homes

Annual holidays and rites of life

Newsworthy events of the year (May 2026 to April 2027)
related to Japan or to US-Japan relations

At the 35" National Japan Bowl, you will be quizzed only on the materials in the 2027 column.

3-YEAR CURRICULUM TOPICS

2] OF WASHINGTON DC

2027 2028 2029
Regional Geography, Climate,
and Natural Disasters Physical Prefectures,
G h geography and . g
eography Climate zones natural cries, lan
Weather patterns features agriculture
Earthquakes, typhoons, tsunamis, etc.
g ‘:00'1312 ,d 710 - 1600
Edo and Melji Periods 1912 - Present Nara
History Major historical figures and events Tslgho thrgudgh ;hrougih
Major political and economic developments €iwa perioas e”,god u
Major cultural and social developments periods
Architecture and Gardens
Premodern and Modern .
Arts and Literature, .
Culture Major styles thea‘Fer, and Visual arts
Major examples film
Major architects and landscape architects
. Environmental Issues and Policies Demography Japan and
Society and and the
Social Climate change d hi ) ) |
Issues Environmental disasters emograp Ic | Internationa
Sustainability ISsUes economy
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CONTENT TOPICS

ALL LEVELS

IN-DEPTH TOPICS

Kochi Prefecture

e Geography and history

L202I'.7t ¢ Major local products and foods
ocality |, Major figures: Nakahama Manjird (John Manjiro), Sakamoto Ryoma, Itagaki
Taisuke, and Kusunose Kita
* Major festivals, cultural heritage designations, and UNESCO sites
Ozumé: The Three T's of Professional Sumo
2027
Deep » Training: the stable system, rankings, and basics
Dive » Traditions: the ring, attire, and names

¢ Tournaments: venues, rules, and ceremonies

Please also study the vocabulary listed below, cumulative by level:

Basho
Chanko-nabe
Mage
Mawashi
Oyakata
Rikishi

LEVEL 2

Dohyo-iri

Sumobeya

Yokozuna - (Hakuho and Akebono, famous foreign yokozuna)
Yasho

LEVEL 3

Banzuke
LEVEL 4 Gyoji

Kesho-mawashi
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JAPANESE LANGUAGE

Every year, many of the Japan Bowl's language questions address listening
comprehension skills and language use in context. The Japanese-
language categories covered in the Japan Bowl also include the material

in the following lists:

e Kanji (basic, practical, family names, place names)
e Verbs with Multiple Meanings

e Aisatsu, Aizuchi, and Shigusa

e Giseigo and Gitaigo

o Affective Words

e |dioms

e Yojijukugo

e Proverbs

e Measurement Terms

A IMPORTANT NOTE

For all materials in this Study Guide:
Level 2 students should study Level 2 items,
Level 3 students should study Level 2 and 3 items, and

Level 4 students should study all Levels' items.

Please use the following color code to guide your studies:

LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4

THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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BASIC KANJI

We encourage you to study the kanji not only singly but as parts of words such

as (LV 2) xR, X, KE, B, A7, (LV 3) #HE, ¥58,

&, Bk and (LV 4) EF, 4538,

i, EE.
wv2 — \ T |= || A || E|AN|A|T|8B|FT|A|H
H| B | X |XK|K|& | |B|x|F|B|F |5 |8 @
B E | F|f || 9 | ¥ | B |KX|E|FT|E|H|A|B
Z | R FIR | | B |W |2 | % |® |k |&x|F|F
RN | R | XK |E|E|FE|E|R |5 | |17 |k |4H|A
O|= |4 Rl (|8 | |E |K|H|X|ZE|%
k| E |2 | B |® | = | |E|B | & |E | F | R |FR|E
A F |2 || DL | B | & | K| BI|WV3H | B |¥Y | &K |&E
E || 2| X | K |W|E | &R | B8 | |R | &B|H|#B|E
m e R T| N | BB |R|R|F|E|E | K| B |E
o= O 7/ A -~ -/ G O I I == = ) A =W S T <R O
Blx |»w | %8 |5 B |&|B|B | F | |E|& |0 |M
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BASIC KANJI CONTINUED

® | E | B | ## | XN |8 |T| B || @ |& |F | & |8 |FK
5 |8 |2 | || | @ |2 | R ZE | 8B B | F | X |XX
= | = [T | B | B | fE | B |F | B | R | B | R | B |& | E
B & |5 ||| K | A | & | X || |B|E|&E|T
a5 | F | @ 2 (kanji repetition symbol) LV4 |t | B | #b %
B |k | % | R (B (M| F | R |5 | %5 | & | & |5 |F |
R B S| F|E | R|R|E R |2 B || R B
m|% |2 |5 | B |2 |® | B |AM | R |F |1 |%E|F|XF
t | = (R | &8 | E | F | & | &« | B | E|E|F | #& Ik
g2 | % || B || & | F | B|IBEBIMN|IX|IE|E|E|®
2 E |8 | | & | | x| & | B | & |H%H | X | B |B|E
R | ZE ||| B | & | B | B E | K |ZF BB | K|
@@ THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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PRACTICAL KANJI

The following kanji are often used on signs in public places in Japan. It is useful to
know what these kanji mean when you see them, even if you cannot pronounce
or write them.

) Lew>CD Lw>5TA ) DL &5<B MEWVWDA
LEVEL2 | #& asin#& B and &= JEasin IEE O and IEFE M
Hth B EBUDEAL  FAZA
f& asin f&f% and W ™ asin XL AZZF and &2
LEVEL 3
LATL el AV A
K asin BX and X=E
ARARD AL PRARD Fozh
LEVEL4 | & asin ~BY) and ~1E A as in AT and H— RIRER]

COMMON FAMILY NAMES

These names turn up so often that you want to be able to pronounce them
correctly on sight.

temh REP RECE | BHTS =65 L EALE
LEVEL 2 e LI ifm| By AF 22 AH
femig L RELY oty oL LO5 X ciERL &LFE

LEVEL 3 =iE 1IN VNN VNI HE IINFR =

TS5 LOY[E~NAN wes DL 5 L&Y g9

LEVEL4 | {£RE yisUl Rk T BIK AR

(3
(3
0]

At
X
>+

% @| THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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COMMON PLACE NAMES

These place names commonly appear on signs and in maps, websites, news
stories, manga -- every kind of reading material. It is useful to know where these

places are located and how they are pronounced.

EohLE > BAL®S Lo< 05063
e A P[] UM
LEVEL 2
BEBD £5% 45 BHIH FL5¢
i R AB RER
Z550A Z55L IKIEADL FUALES FrARUHL
LEVEL 3 = AR =A™ BAE KFF BRI
and vBLE BTH FREE: FolE3 < BD
LEVEL 4 N HEE P FLMR =]

VERBS WITH MULTIPLE MEANINGS

Many common words in Japanese have multiple meanings that sound the same

but that are written with different kanji. One example is T 9

LEVEL 2 x x KLYy @
and =9 — NSZES BANEY
LEVEL 3
S (1O Les>F o
LEVEL 4 By —» AZIETEY MiHztsd
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AISATSU, AIZUCHI, AND SHIGUSA

You are already familiar with many greetings (aisatsu), set phrases used in daily
life, and expressions (aizuchi) and body language (shigusa) that facilitate social
interaction. As you're studying, you might find it useful to keep a running list, but

here are some examples to start.

Aisatsu ¥'5%
EL»ELET
EMNFTET

Aizuchi » > 7=—

HD>S
AN E e
ToWLWAA

Shigusa bowing
beckoning wave
pointing at your nose

ALL LEVELS

GISEIGO AND GITAIGO

Giseigo refer to animal and human sounds (e.g. chirping, laughing) while gitaigo

are used to describe a certain state (e.g. facial expression, atmosphere).

25T CTILT
228D EACA
ALL LEVELS EA2E5 IE-o&D
ZBATA H<HL
IHT5 snELn

THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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AFFECTIVE WORDS

Emotions are expressed differently in different languages. Short words like the

ones below can convey all sorts of emotions if used properly.

LEVEL 2

pe¥iNl))
ysNr~ANLD)
gomD
HA L

LEVEL 3

D55
IFo50D
25
2T

BARED

LEVEL 4

HIHhH
WL T (~2W)
£2&
O&olL7cH

@) THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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IDIOMS

Many common Japanese idioms, including the ones below, refer to body parts

and are used in everyday conversation.

T AHLH
SRV
LEVEL 2 hh Lk
HHYEL
» F£3
BxH<T53
BL 1E> 5 =
BHAMEICR Bz RDD
HicE H =8 < ‘
LEVEL 3 A A S AL HZERWLWLIES
AND M= b HH ST=H
LEVEL 4 EaiEo H%&ES
clL ﬁ%
FEAE L)

YOJIJUKUGO

Yojijukugo are idioms consisting of four kanji.

WoBTICBE LS ICo LA 2IE
LEVEL 2 —aZ5 HER S
LEVEL 3 WwsXLLw> wS5IFAL>TS
—ER IR BE3E1T
HFARLZWADA MAFTATITD
LEVEL & e s .
AR E TEERX

% @| THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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PROVERBS

Proverbs are an integral part of all languages and cultures, and Japanese is no
exception.

Bl HBIES
LEVEL 2 RIC2HE

DG

B3 oFA

Wz el

AL EIN

wL 5% TARA

BOLEICH=F

LEVEL 3

K L&>9
FEITEHLODEFEN

S5VAR
RO L
BB 3 L hre
k%> THIE & %
FRIFBWS BT T

LEVEL 4 £Cah Lap
FRAEHNIETmED S

S T
AL TRIF RS L

B #LNH Bh

wICEL. E9TICRL

C V=0
PHOVWFICIFmRZE S &K

% @| THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
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MEASUREMENT TERMS

These are units of measurement commonly used in everyday conversation in

Japan. Familiarity with them helps with everything from shopping to making

plans to participating in ordinary conversations in Japanese.

LEVEL 2 Temperature: Celsius (°C)
LEVEL 3 Weight: gram (g), kilogram (kg)
LEVEL 4 Length: centimeter (cm), meter (m), kilometer (km)

2] OF WASHINGTON DC
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The

35TH NATIONAL
JAPAN BOWL

will tentatively be held on
April 23-24, 2027.

For more information, visit

JAPANBOWL.ORG

or email japanbowl@jaswdc.org

@japanbowl

THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY *
OF WASHINGTON DC '
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