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The Japan-America Society of Washington DC (JASWDC) is pleased
to announce the dates & venue for the 33rd National Japan BowI®:

DATES: April 4th and 5th, 2025

VENUE: Edwin O. Reischauer Center for East Asian Studies
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International
Studies (SAIS)
555 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES

Nov 20, 2024 Registration Opens!

Jan 31,2025 Registration Deadline
(including document submission and payment)

Mar 4, 2025 Hotel Reservation Deadline

Apr 4 -5,2025 33rd National Japan Bowl

COSTS AND FEES OVERVIEW

Participation Fees: $300 per team, $75 per observer

Lodging: Hotel rooms are available from $214 per night



THE NATIONAL JAPAN BOWL COMPETITION GUIDE

The Competition Guide is designed to help students and teachers form
teams and prepare for the competition. It includes:

Competitor Eligibility Rules

General information about format, content, and rules of the National
Japan Bowl competition

Registration Guidelines

Study Tips and Sample Questions to help you prepare

For information on the topics to study, please access the Japan Bowl
Team Study Guide.

JAPAN BOWL WEBSITE

If any significant changes are made to the Study Guide, venue, hotel,
schedule, etc., participants will be updated promptly by the Japan-
America Society of Washington DC via the Japan Bowl website,
japanbowl.org. All the students, teachers, and chaperones are
encouraged to bookmark the Japan Bowl website before the
competition. JASWDC will post the winner announcements on the
website as well.

CONTACT US

Please direct all inquiries about competition format and rules to the
Japan Bowl Team at japanbowl@jaswdc.org.
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Note: The Japan Bowl® name is an official trademark and is registered with the US Patent and Trademark
Office. The Japan Bowl Official Guide, Team Study Guide, logo, the design of the official mascot "Kanji-kun,"
and all questions and other materials used in the competition are protected by US copyright law. Permission
to use the Japan Bowl name or logo, and to use or adapt the Study Guide or Japan Bowl! questions must be
obtained from The Japan-America Society of Washington, Inc.



CHANGE LOG

What's New at the 2025 National Japan Bowl!

e The National Japan Bowl returns to DC! We are
excited to hold the 33rd National Japan Bowl at the
base of Capitol Hill, right in the heart of the action

as we celebrate Japanese language and culture.

e The hotel is within walking distance to the venue,
and close to the attractions of the National Mall!

e Check out our streamlined registration process,
now with less forms!

r\
e We waived the $75 Team Fee, and now you can
save time and money by paying once per team |
instead of per student! B

e We have reduced the number of questions in the
Preliminary Rounds (from 90 questions to 80), and
split the Preliminaries into three Rounds (previously
two Rounds).
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INTRODUCTION TO THE NATIONAL JAPAN BOWL

The Japan Bowl® is a Japanese language quiz bowl competition created in 1992
by the Japan-America Society of Washington DC (JASWDC). In a series of three
exciting rounds, the Japan Bowl invites students formally studying Japanese at
the high school level from all over the United States to Washington DC to put
their knowledge of Japanese language, culture, history, and society to the test.
It is recognized as the premiere language competition for students studying
Japanese while in high school.

Students represent their school or community as part of a 2-3 person team at
one of three levels based on their level of study. Students participate in two
preliminary rounds and one conversation round over two days, answering a
variety of questions on Japanese language and culture topics provided in the
National Japan Bowl Team Study Guide. In addition to the academic
competition, students are given opportunities to participate in cultural
demonstrations, engage with alumni, learn about study opportunities at
American and Japanese universities, and meet other high school students from
across the country who share their passion for the Japanese language and
culture.

The competition also serves as a networking opportunity for Japanese language
teachers who are invited to sit in on competition rounds and participate in
meet-and-greet and networking events with teachers and students from other
schools.

When the Japan Bowl was first conceived, studying Japanese at the high school
level was rare, but today over 70,000 American high school students are
learning Japanese. According to the Japan Foundation, most Japanese
language learners in America today are in high school, not college.

THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY

OF WASHINGTON DC




From its inception, the Japan Bowl has focused on practical, real-world
communications skills, and not textbook learning. It encourages students of
Japanese to flex their practical communication skills and go "beyond the
language" to learn more about the culture, society, and history of Japan, the
country whose language they are studying.

The first Japan Bowl was held in 1993 at George Mason University as a local
competition for high schools in the Washington DC area. As the competition
grew, so too did its popularity. Soon schools from all over the nation flocked to
Washington DC to participate, earning it the name “National Japan Bowl.”

Since 1995, JASWDC has worked with other organizations across America and
around the world to establish regional branches of the competition in Michigan,
California, Minnesota, lllinois, Wisconsin, and Oregon. Iterations of the
competition have even been held globally in Poland, Mexico, Canada, and
France. In 2017 the competition was adapted for 1st through 6th grade students
as “Junior Japan Bowl” and in 2018 the first America Bowl was held in Japan.

Over the years, The National Japan Bowl has enjoyed support and guidance
from the United States-Japan Foundation; the Embassy of Japan in Washington
DC; the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Japanese Ministry of Education,
Science and Technology; the Japan Foundation; the American Association of
Teachers of Japanese (AATJ); universities in Japan and the United States;
members of the Japan Commerce Association of Washington DC; and other
foundations and private donors.
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GOALS OF THE JAPAN BOWL

Whether it is the National Japan Bowl in Washington DC, or a Japan Bowl else-
where in the United States or around the world, the goals of every Japan Bowl
are the same:

To encourage and incentivize students to study Japanese at the high school
level and maintain that connection to Japan beyond their high school years.

e To provide students the opportunity to meet peers who share their passion
for Japan’s language and culture and engage with Japanese culture in ways
they may not otherwise be able to.

e To bring together a variety of stakeholders, including government, non-
governmental and non-profit organizations, academic institutions, and any
others who share an interest in promoting Japanese language education
and supporting "the next generation" of leaders in the relationship with
Japan.

e To help enable Japanese language education at the high school level in the
United States and beyond.
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PARTICIPATING IN THE COMPETITION

The National Japan Bowl is open to full-time high school students who are
currently enrolled in Levels II, lll, and IV Japanese language classes in the United
States, whether in regular or block schedule classes.

The national championship teams from Mexico and Canada may also join the
National Japan Bowl, provided they meet the same eligibility criteria as US

teams and students.
*Teams from Mexico and Canada are not eligible for the championship winners' trip.

Forming Teams

Students may form teams in one of three levels. These levels are based on the
course level, not the number of years that a student has studied Japanese in
high school. Students may not participate at a level lower than the course level
they take at school. Students may also not participate in Japan Bowl at the
same level more than once.

The three levels at the National Japan Bowl are:

Levelll Students enrolled in second year high school-

level Japanese language study

Level Il Students enrolled in third year high school-level

Japanese language study

Level IV Students enrolled in fourth or fifth year high
school-level Japanese language study or in AP

Japanese

Schools may only send one team per level to compete at the National Japan
Bowl. Teams can be formed in different ways, whether it is getting a group of
friends together or holding try-outs at one’s school. Regardless of how they are
formed, the teams must be at least two students and no more than three
students.
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The Japan Bowl is open to all high school students in the United States studying
Japanese. If Japanese is not offered at a student’s high school or if a student is
homeschooled, and the student is taking Japanese classes for academic credit,
whether online or in person, the student may form a team to compete in the
National Japan Bowl. In such cases, please contact the JASWDC to determine
your level. JASWDC will also ask for additional information about the program,
and a final decision on eligibility will be made by the Japan Bowl Director and
Chair of the Japan Bowl Committee.

JASWDC does not offer participant matching to form teams.

Student Eligibility

In addition to team eligibility, each member of the team must meet certain
requirements. The following rules about Japanese language education and
experience govern the eligibility of each team member.

Students are NOT eligible to compete if:
e They are a native speaker of Japanese or use Japanese at home to converse
with family members
e They have studied Japanese language and culture in Japan for a cumulative
three months outside of their high school curriculum
e They have participated in a homestay experience or have lived in Japan for
over three (3) months cumulatively

Eligibility can be determined on a case-by-case basis and any questions about
eligibility should be directed to the Japan Bowl Team at
Japanbowl@jaswdc.org.
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Chaperones

All competing schools must be accompanied by at least one adult chaperone
who is 21 years of age or older. Even though chaperones do not have to be
Japanese language teachers, we strongly encourage that at least one Japanese
language teacher accompany the students to the competition. A school may
bring up to three (3) chaperones.

Chaperones will be asked to present a valid government-issued photo ID such
as a driver’s license or passport and will be asked to sign the Chaperone
Agreement in the presence of a JASWDC staff member. These chaperones must
be present with their students at the venue for the entire duration of the
National Japan Bowl.

Students who attend the competition without a chaperone present will not be
allowed to participate in the competition.

Substitution of Students and Chaperones

Substitutions are permitted for submission up to two weeks before the
competition. To request a substitution of a student or chaperone who is unable
to attend the competition, please send a request in writing to the Japan Bowl
Team at japanbowl@jaswdc.org

THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON DC




Observing the Competition

The Championship Round of the Competition is open to the general public, but
those who wish to observe the preliminary rounds of the competition must
register and pay the associated fees. All registered observers are invited to
participate in meals, fill out a sample version of the preliminary round answer
sheet, and will receive a National Japan Bowl t-shirt.

STUDENT OBSERVERS

Any high school student is invited to watch the competition as an official
student observer whether or not they study Japanese formally or their school
has sent an official team. Student observers cannot compete, but they will be
invited to participate in cultural activities and workshops for students at the
Japan Bowl. All Student Observers must sign and adhere to the National Japan
Bowl Code of Conduct and abide by the dress code set forth for all students.

All student observers must be accompanied by a chaperone aged 21 or older.
This chaperone may be a teacher attending from their school with competing
teammates. Student Observers should also submit a Parent/Guardian Consent
Form and Participant Agreement Form.

Student Observers are not eligible for the championship winners' trip.

ADULT OBSERVERS

Family members and friends are also invited to join students at the National
Japan Bowl as observers. Any non-high school student over the age of 18 who

wishes to participate in the National Japan Bowl as an adult observer must
submit an observer registration form.
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Registering for the Competition

Registration for the National Japan Bowl will start on November 20th and
remain open until January 3lst. Registration will be completed online and all of
the relevant links can be found on the website at japanbowl.org.

A complete Japan Bowl Application will include
1. Completed Teacher/Lead Chaperone Registration Form
2. Completed Observer Registration Forms, if applicable
3. Completed Additional Chaperone Registration Form, if applicable

Teachers or Lead Chaperones must submit a Teacher/Lead Chaperone
Registration Form before any other chaperones can be registered the
competition. Teachers or Lead Chaperones must submit information about
their school and students as well as pay any team or additional chaperone fees.

Participants should not mail any physical documents to the JASWDC office
unless prompted. Competitors, chaperones, and observers may all pay the
associated registration fees using a credit card or by check.

All registration documents must be submitted by Friday, January 31, 2025 to be
considered complete.

If you have any questions about how to register, please do not hesitate to
contact us at japanbowl@jaswdc.org or (202) 833-2210 so that we can assist you
with your registration.

Schedule of Fees

Observer $75 per Observer
Team $300 per Team

This fee includes:

Team Fee
Student Fees

Chaperone Fee
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Lodging at the Competition

[Hotel Name and Address]

Holiday Inn Washington Capitol - Natl Mall
550 C St SW, Washington, DC 20024

+1 (202) 479-4000

Room Rate: $214/night

Hotel Website:
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/washington/wassm/hoteldetail
Overnight Parking: Self-Parking, $53.10 per day

There is a block of rooms reserved at the hotel named above for participants of
the National Japan Bowl. All participants (students, teachers, chaperones, and
observers) are welcome to book a stay at the hotel through the competition
hotel block. To further reduce the cost for lodging, participants are welcome to
share accommodations with participants from other schools. Please note, the
Society does not offer room matching.

Participants are not required to stay at this hotel and are welcome to find
lodging elsewhere through their own means.

Book a Room

Rooms booked through the hotel block will be available for $214 (tax not
included) per room. The discounted group rate will not be available after
Tuesday, March 4, 2025.

Reservations for the hotel block can be made by telephone or online:
Group Code: JBI
Phone: 877-834-3613

Booking Link: https://tinyurl.com/33rd-NJB-Hotel-Reservation

For any questions related to booking the special room rates, please contact the
hotel directly.
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SAMPLE: 2025 JAPAN BOWL SCHEDULE

*THIS IS A DRAFTED SCHEDULE - NOT FINALIZED!
ACTUAL SCHEDULE FOR 2025 WILL BE AVAILABLE VIA THE WEBSITE.

Day 1

12:00-1:00 pm
1:00-2:00 pm
2:30-3:20 pm
3:30-4:20 pm
4:30-6:30 pm

6:30-7:30 pm
7:30-8:30 pm

Day 2
8:00-8:50 am
9:00-9:50 am
10:30-12:00pm
10:30-12:00 pm
12:00-1:00 pm
1:30-4:30 pm
5:00-6:30 pm
6:30 -7:00 pm

Registration

Opening Ceremony
Preliminary Round 1
Preliminary Round 2
Conversation Round
Opportunities in Japan Fair
Dinner

Answer Review

Preliminary Round 3

Answer Review

Teachers’ Networking Reception
Cultural Workshops

Lunch

Championship Round

Closing Ceremony

Winners' Photo Session & Prize Pick-up
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COMPETITION FORMAT AND RULES

Preliminary Rounds

Format
The National Japan Bowl begins with three Preliminary Rounds.

All students from one level are seated in their teams in one large room with a
projector. A Japanese and English proctor are seated at the front of the room to
read questions. Each team is provided with pens, scratch paper, and the official
Japan Bowl answer sheet which they use throughout the round to answer
guestions as they are read aloud by the proctors.

Questions will be read aloud only once, but the Japanese language portion of
any listening comprehension question will be read twice. Each question is
accompanied by a visual cue presented on a PowerPoint slide and students will
be asked to write their answers on their answer sheet.

Students will have 30 seconds to answer each question before the proctor reads
the next question, and they may go back to answer any incomplete questions
at any point during that part of the round BEFORE the proctor tells them to
STOP. The proctor will announce a 10 second warning at the 10 second mark
between questions to give students a sense of the amount of time they have.

Students will answer a total of 80 questions over all preliminary rounds. Each
guestion is worth 2 points and must be answered based on the instruction
given in the question. After each round, students will be asked to change tables
to ensure that all teams have an equal chance to be close to the screen at the
front of the room.

The preliminary rounds will be followed by an answer review session in which
proctors review the answers to the questions.

All preliminary rounds are closed to the general public. Only participants who
have pre-registered to attend the preliminary round as an observer will be
admitted to observe a preliminary round.
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General Rules for Competitors

Students and observers may not leave the room at any point during the round
and must remain seated. Those who do leave the room will not be allowed to
reenter.

Students are permitted to discuss questions with their teammates during the
round but should do so quietly as to not disrupt other teams or accidentally give
away an answer.

The National Japan Bowl follows the SAT rules. All personal belongings must be
kept on the floor and all watches, cellphones, and electronic devices must be
turned off and stowed securely throughout the round, including during the
Answer Review.

Teachers and students are permitted to discuss the questions and their answers
after a round is complete. However, under no circumstance should ANYONE -
student or teacher - make any of the questions or answers known to the public
via any electronic network. If a team violates this rule, their score may be
invalidated and any awards or recognition given to that team must be forfeited.

EN English
7P Any combination of Japanese (hiragana,
katakana, and/or kanji - NOT romaji)

(025 Hiragana only

hr Katakana only

3 Kanji only

RO Romaji only
ABC Multiple choice

123 Arabic numerals
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Description of a Complete Answer and a Partial Credit Answer

Certain questions have only one accepted answer. A complete answer in this
case will contain all necessary elements to adequately answer the question,
including proper form (as determined by the answer icon) and labels.

To answer questions completely, students should aim to be as specific as
possible. For example, if the correct answer is “black motorbike,” an answer of
“bike” would not be acceptable.

Other questions, however, may offer partial credit. These questions may have
specific requirements for partial credit. For example, if the answer to a question
is “black motorbike,” students may receive partial credit for simply answering
“motorbike.” However, students would not receive any credit for the answer
“bike.”

Despite the existence of partial credit, students are encouraged to be as specific
as possible in their answers to have a higher chance of achieving full credit.

Conversation Round - Format and Rules

National Japan Bowl judges will hold a Conversation Round with each team to
judge the speaking ability and communication and presentation skills of each
team member. Please refer to the study guide for each level's content.

The Conversation Round is graduated. Level 2 teams will participated in an
Interview Round while Level 3 and 4 teams will participate in one-on-one
conversations with other students.

All conversation rounds are closed to teachers, chaperones, other students, and
the general public. Observers MAY NOT attend the conversation round. Judges
will not ask for any specific personal information from students and at no point
should students share the name of their school with the judges.
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Level 2 Interview Round

Each team wiill be assigned a 5-6 minutes time slot to meet with two Japanese-
speaking judges, one native Japanese and one American with native-level
fluency. The native speaker judge will direct a conversation with the team in
Japanese.

Students will open with a short self-introduction and will be asked a series of
guestions based on their self-introduction or based on the directions provided
in the National Japan Bowl Team Study Guide.

Level 3 & Level 4 Format

Level 3 and 4 Conversation Rounds will ask students to engage in conversation
with other Japan Bowl students of the same level to test their ability to carry a
conversation and be a responsive and enthusiastic conversation partner.

Students will be assigned a session time in advance and are expected to arrive
to check in at least 5 minutes prior to their assigned conversation round time.

Each student will be paired with another student of the same level from a
different team and given a 5 minute time slot in advance of the competition. A
Japanese judge, accompanied by a Conversation Round Assistant, will observe
the conversation and score student performances. Students may be awarded
prizes for exceptional performance.

Tips for holding an excellent conversation can be found in the 2025 Japan Bowl
Team Study Guide.
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National Championship Round

The scores from both preliminary rounds are combined to determine the top
five teams at each level. The top three finalist teams are announced after
judging is completed for Preliminary Round 2. The top three finalists are invited
to compete on stage for the National Japan Bowl Championship Round.

If any of the qualifying teams are not present at the time of announcement, the
next runner-up team will replace the missing team. Scores from the Preliminary
Rounds will not be carried over to the Championship Round. Only scores
counted during that round will count towards final placements.

Format

The National Japan Bowl Championship Round takes place on stage before a
live audience. Unlike other rounds of the competition, this one is open to the
public as well as all other competitors and observers.

First, students will deliver an introduction to the audience and judges in the
form of a short “Team Shokai”. They will then participate in three rounds: the
Individual Round, Team Round, and Toss-Up Round. During these rounds
students will be asked to answer questions in a few different ways, but
guestions will ONLY be read once.

Team Shokai (Introduction)

The Team Shokai is a team public speaking opportunity for a group of students
to show off their speaking and writing skills. Prior to the competition, ALL Japan
Bowl students must submit a Team Shokai. You never know what might
happen at the National Japan Bowl so it is best to be prepared. Instructions for
the Team Shokai will be released as shukudai (homework) ahead of the
competition.

Each Japan Bowl team should prepare a quick introduction of their team where
each member has a chance to speak for at least 30 seconds each. The topic for
the Shokai may vary each year.
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Individual Round

Each student from all teams will be asked to present a sentence using a
particular phrase from the study guide out loud. Once given their phrase, they
will have 30 seconds to formulate a sentence and answer the question. Their
answer to the question will be judged by a special live "Marubatsu” judging
panel of native Japanese speakers. If a majority of the judges raise a blue circle,
the answer to the question is accepted. If the majority of the judges raise a red
“X" the answer to the question is marked incorrect. Students MAY NOT confer
with their teammates during this round.

Team Round

All three teams will be read the question at the same time and asked to show
their answers written on a white board. Answers are judged live by
championship round judges. Students ARE allowed to confer with their
teammates during this round. If an answer to a question is too difficult to read,
the question may be marked as incorrect.

Toss-Up Round

During the final round of the Championship Round, each student must use a
handheld buzzer to “buzz in” before answering a question. Students may buzz
in at any point during the question, but they ARE NOT allowed to confer with
their teammates before answering. Incorrect, early buzz-in answers will be
penalized. Only one student per team may answer a question for their team so
if the answer is incorrect, another student from that team may NOT buzz in to
answer again. If a student buzzes in before a question can be read completely,
they must answer the question before it is read completely.

During this round, students may also encounter Bonus Questions. If a team gets
a question correct, they may have the chance to answer an attached bonus
guestion. Students ARE allowed to confer to answer the bonus question and will
have 30 seconds to do so.

Championship Round Tie-breakers

Tie-breakers may only occur at the end of the Toss-Up Round. If a tie is declared,
a series of three toss-up questions will be asked to the two teams between
which the tie is held. Unlike regular and bonus Toss-Up Questions, there will be
no powerpoint slides for the tie-breaker questions.
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Grounds for Disqualification from the Competition

Following are the possible grounds for the disqualification of a student or team
from the competition. JASWDC has the sole right to determine, in its own
judgment, whether any action requires disqualification.

1. Challenging or showing lack of respect to National Japan Bow! officials,
staff, or volunteers by a student, teacher, or chaperone

2. Inappropriate dress

3. Use of offensive language (verbal or otherwise)

4. Substantial violation of the rules of the venue or the hotel

5. Misrepresentations and/or other irregularities on an application form which
become apparent at the time of registration or during the competition.

6. Cheating or dishonesty

7. Violation of the National Japan Bowl rules about photographic equipment
and electronic devices, including watches, that are capable of recording,
photographing, or transmitting

8. Making the questions or answers known to others via any kind of
communications network, including email and social media

Depending on the severity of the infringement, JASWDC also may prohibit the
student(s) concerned, the entire team, and/or the school from participating in
the National Japan Bowl at any Level in the following year. We therefore ask
students, parents/guardians, and teachers to encourage appropriate behavior,
in order to ensure that there are no misunderstandings.
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APPENDIX

e Study Tips

e Sample Questions

Study Tips

e Find a way to memorize that works for you. Yes, the language lists
included in the study guide are intended for you to memorize. You should
know how to use them in a sentence, but you should also be able to recall
them as quickly as you can recall hiragana. Whether it's writing the
kotowaza over and over again by hand or using other apps like Anki, Mochi
Cards, or Clozemaster, the way you memorize is up to you. Be patient with
yourself and find a study method that works for you.

o Japan Bowl Questions are not just trivia questions. While Wikipedia deep-
diving can be fun and a good way to start learning about topics in Japanese
culture, make sure that you branch out and look for patterns in information.
The questions vary in difficulty, but overall, the question writers try to ask
guestions about aspects of Japanese culture that will help broaden your
understanding of Japanese language and culture.. When studying for the
non-language section start very broad and work your way down to smaller
details. Chances are if it appears several times, we're thinking about it too.

» Divide and Conquer. Talk to your teammates and split up the topics -
language and non-language - based on what you each are most interested
in. That way, you have time to hone in on something you love.

e Share information! Though you aren’t all competing at the same level, it's
important that you all work together to conquer the Japan Bowl study
guide.
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e Go beyond Wikipedia and NHK Easy! Wikipedia is a great place to start
and it's great to keep up with Japanese current events, but remember that
you can use the sources on a Wikipedia page to find out more about a
subject AND you shouldn’t be afraid of material in Japanese. Download a
browser extension like Rikaikun or use Hiragana Megane to open up that
Wikipedia page in Japanese. Read Japanese tweets, watch videos in
Japanese, and try to find out what Japan says about its culture. You might
learn something new!

o Always be prepared. You never know what could happen at the National
Japan Bowl. Even if you don’t think your team will make it to the
Championship Round, make sure to write a Team Shokai and submit it for
the Championship Round. We love to see your entries and it can help you
learn something new about yourself and your teammates.

o Last but not least, remember to have fun! The National Japan Bowl is a
learning experience and part of that experience is learning where your
passion for Japanese language can take you. You might meet amazing new
friends, find a new hobby you love, or just get some really really good music
recommendations. Approach the Japan Bowl with an open mind and
remember to take a break from studying to meet other students and attend
a workshop or two.

e Don’'t dismiss a topic just because it isn’t your favorite. The National Japan
Bowl topics are designed to help you build a wealth of contextual
knowledge about Japan. Plus, there is always a way to find something
curious in subjects you don't think are that interesting.

THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON DC




Sample Questions

The following are actual questions that were used during the competition. They
show the wide range and style of questions used during the Japan Bowl
Rounds, as well as the way in which the questions are posed.

ON THE SCREEN: U 5| Picture of something wrapped in a furoshiki.
Answer in Hiragana. The Japanese often wrap gifts in a
MODERATOR: . . . .
square cloth, like this. What is the name of this cloth?
ANSWER: AABALE
ON THE SCREEN: RO | Woodblock print of the Satsuma Rebellion
Answer in Romaji. Who was the leader of the Satsuma
MODERATOR: Rebellion of 18772
ANSWER: Saigo Takamori (or Saigo)
ON THE SCREEN: EN | Picture of a Shinto priest doing "oharai"
Answer in English. This priest is performing a common
MODERATOR: . er s s
ritual. What does it signify?
ANSWER: Purification / driving out evil spirits
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ON THE SCREEN: P| £ KA

Answer in Japanese. Every year in Japan, one
particular kanji is named “the Kaniji of the Year” based
on the results of a nationwide vote. On the screen are
MODERATOR: some of the kanji among the top 10 voted by people in
Japan last year. Use two of the kanji on the screen to
make a word that means ‘new breeze’ or ‘new phase’
and say it out loud.

ANSWER: R ( LASD, LARSD may be accepted )

JP | Gradually revealing sentences:
% (YMR—AT LY RICeE U,

ON THE SCREEN: e — NN
BRASANETZAF () REBNEXT,
BARIL. M ( ) IIITT,
Answer in Japanese. Three unrelated sentences will
MODERATOR: appea.r c?n the screen one F)y one. AII.three se.nt.ences
are missing the same particle. What is the missing
particle?
ANSWER: ()

ABC|A SFEHAANITEX UL,
ON THE SCREEN: B. REHAAITLIEDNIWITT,
C.EXIEHAAIT eI EEA,

Choose the correct answer. Which sentence is the

MODERATOR: closest in meaning to the following: REHAAIILU®
TITEXY,
ANSWER: C
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ON THE SCREEN:

EN | Picture of Abdul Hakim Sanibrown

Listen carefully. The question will be asked in
Japanese. #(|IBETEENF LT, BIFEEA. RiFH—
FTATY . EIFI00X— MILEIFNI7 (Zw SHAR) TE

MODERATOR: N .
D, BEHEREZED L. $id. 7OVAKRFETHMEL
TWET, EORFNIMAITTH? RETEXTIREIW, |
will repeat.

ANSWER: (Abdul Hakim) Sanibrown

ON THE SCREEN: Z | ol 7w KE B
Answer in Kanji. One of these kanji compounds does

MODERATOR: not belong in the same category as the others. Which
one?

ANSWER: 7E (F&S5WV)

ON THE SCREEN: Ol IE5L% EBITEKBEDFET L,

MODERATOR: Answer !n Hiragana. Fill in the blank with the
appropriate verb.

ANSWER: RN

ON THE SCREEN: 123 | &

MODERATOR: How many strokes are in this kanji?

ANSWER: 12
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ON THE SCREEN: Picture of ramen bowl
Listen carefully. The question will be asked in
Japanese. You are at a ramen shop where you can
customize your ramen with different toppings. H A&

MODERATOR: TEATKESEL), HRBREIZ600HDLLOIHT—AY
T, Fy—>a—& ODORYEYTHEEMTEXLEL
fco FY—2a—I[3100M, ODIFIOHTY, HEDOUL &
DPS=AVIFNLSSICEDTXTH,

ANSWER: 710H

ON THE SCREEN: 1972 Olympic Winter Games photograph
Japan has hosted the Olympic games four times.

MODERATOR: Which city hosted the first Winter Olympic Games in
Japan in 1972? Write your answer in Romaiji.

ANSWER: Sapporo

ON THE SCREEN: AY BXCHDE

MODERATOR: Of the kanji shown on the screen, which two have the
same humber of strokes? Choose the correct answers.

ANSWER: AandC
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ON THE SCREEN: Picture of a Japanese resume
Listen carefully. The speaker is talking about the
differences between Japanese and American ways of
writing resumes. B 7 X HDRBEZILHEVLH LS W
2HDET, HIZIE. BEOBEEIZ. —HFHZLWESEZ R

MODERATOR: ICEVWT, — B LVWVESFRRRICETET, LHL. 7X
VHDOREEZIF. RIETT, —&BFEHLWEEHISEZT T,
Here is the question. According to the speaker, what is
the difference between Japanese and American ways
of writing resumes? Write your answer in English.
Japanese resumes list jobs from oldest to newest;

ANSWER: American resumes list jobs are the reverse -- newest to
oldest.

ON THE SCREEN: &

MODERATOR: In kanji, write the names of any three colors.

ANSWER: Possible answers include: EH K&

ON THE SCREEN: HILOBFEZIE. HRIATT,

MODERATOR: What is wrong with this sentence? Answer in English.

ANSWER: You should not call yourself "san.”
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