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UNDERSTANDING THE JAPAN BOWL CURRICULUM
— A NOTE TO STUDENTS —

Welcome to the National Japan Bowl study guide! We'd like to tell you a little about our

curriculum and why it is designed the way it is.

The National Japan Bowl covers two distinct but interconnected areas: Japanese-
language proficiency and cultural content-area knowledge. It is this dual nature of the
Japan Bowl curriculum that makes the Japan Bowl unique. We have designed it this way
because we are strongly aware that the more familiar you are with Japanese culture,
society, history, geography and the arts, the better you will be able to communicate in

Japanese.

As you'll see in the study guide that follows, the content-knowledge curriculum is divided
between those topics we consider basic, like geography and etiquette, which are covered
every year, and others like history or culture that cover more specific content with topics
rotating on a three-year cycle. The language curriculum gives you the chance to use your
language skills in real-world situations that require level-appropriate knowledge of kanji,
grammar rules, and interpersonal communication skills. It also aims to help you become
comfortable with the kind of idiomatic and expressive Japanese that native Japanese

speakers commonly use with each other.

FURTHER INFORMATION

See http://www.japanbowl.org/resources/ to download a PDF version of the Study
Guide and find the Competition Guide for Japan Bowl which will be relased on
September1, 2023.

Quizlet Decks for all language topics will be released on August 1, 2023 and will be

available on the Japan Bowl Resources page.

For more information on team and student eligibility requirements, competition rules and

format, and preparing for the competition you can visit us at www.japanbowl.org .

We look forward to seeing you at the National Japan Bowl!
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CHANGE LOG

What's New at the 2024 National Japan Bow!l!

 We've adjusted our Nonlanguage topic
categories! Geography and Seasons are now part

of the "This Year's Special Topics" section

» We adjusted the regions sections! We switched
up the regions a little bit. It makes a bit more

sense this way.

r\
e The common place names lists have been
updated. Please review the new lists carefully. |
e —

e The Aisatsu section has been updated with a

few new phrases

~ |
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CONTENT AREAS

|

ALL LEVELS

EVERY YEAR: THE BASICS

Manners, Daily Customs, and Home Life

Basic manners, etiquette, and daily customs including rites of
life

Current Events

Newsworthy Japan-related events that occurred within the 12
months leading up to the 32nd National Japan Bowl (May 2023-
April 2024)

US-Japan Relations

THI

The relationship between the United States and Japan across all
categories

S YEAR’S SPECIAL TOPICS

2024

-

Culture

Performing Arts & Film
¢ Traditional Japanese performing arts including popular
dance and theater genres, styles, authors, and examples.
¢ Japanese cinema since 1899 including major movements,
directors, genres, and examples in Japanese film, including
but not limited to Japan Academy Film Prize winning films.

o

Geography

Natural Geography
¢ Major bodies of water, mountains, and regions
¢ Native plant and animal species
¢ Climate, weather, and common natural disasters

History
Culture, arts, historical figures, and major events

Edo & Meiji Periods
1600-1912

Japan’s Regions
Regional Focus History, geography, regional
products and foods, festivals, and cultural
heritage sites

Aomori, lwate, Miyagi, and Fukushima Prefectures
Referred to during the Edo period as Mutsu Province, these four prefectures
make up the northestern side of Tohoku
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CONTENT AREAS

ALL LEVELS (cont.)

THIS YEAR'’S SPECIAL TOPICS

Seasons
Seasonal motifs in literature and culture including Winter
national holidays and festivals

Trains
Culture, geography, business, and vocabulary associated with
commierical trains and train lines in Japan.

Society When studying consider some of the following:
Japanese society and social issues o Culture: Ekiben, Shinkansen Cleaning, Tetsukatsu, Commuter & Tourism
Passes

o Geography: Major lines, stations, and sightseeing trains + train statistics
¢ Business: Major companies & organizations; crisis management
¢ Vocabulary & Signage

Games & Gaming
¢ Traditional and contemporary Japanese board and card
. . games
Special Topic ¢ Video games: major developers, companies, and examples.

N Focus on those games which have won the METI Japan

Game Award

v

&5

@ THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY JAPAN
|OF WASHINGTON DC P@®WIL




JAPANESE LANGUAGE

The Japan Bowl!'s Japanese language categories include those covered
every year and those covered on a three-year cycle. In this section you will

find the following lists to study:

Material covered every year

e Kanji (basic, practical, family names, place names)
e Measurement Terms
e Aisatsu and Body Language (greetings, useful phrases for social

interaction, Gestures)

Material covered over a three-year cycle
o Affective Words

e Proverbs

LANGUAGE LISTS USED EVERY YEAR

Note: Level 2 students should study Level 2 items. Level 3 students should

study Levels 2 and 3 items, and Level 4 students, the items in Levels 2, 3 and 4.

Please Turn Over(PTO)
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e Verbs with Multiple Meanings
e Yojijukugo

e Giseigo and Gitaigo

e Idioms with Body Parts

¢
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BASIC KANJI

—

Level 2: Study the following kanji not only singly but, as parts of words such as

BXR, K&, KE, kB, and 4.

— || =®m|r|~N|t|AN|A|T|B|FT|H|B|B|A X | K

S

|t (B |% || B | F |5 B || F |80 | & |2 |F |[E X

i)
=

EIFTIE|BEIAB|Z|IR|B|F|R|E|B | |2 |®K|F|K|K

Z|FIR|INMNPIR|IE|NE || F|R|IGS|K|T|R|B|A|O|R
2 Rl ||| |8 | XK H|X|Z|% |k |E|Z | |®|=®
RILRA|&|Z2|F|R|X|ET|H|F|B|I|D|F|x&x|K|F
Level 3: Study the following kanji (as well as those listed for Level 2) not only
singly, but as parts of words such as A
KU, BY), W58, &£5F, and IR E.
HWIRBR|Y IR FBIZE|IIZ|X|IKR|W|E A |@E|dt|E|AE|F|H

B|\Wm | |X|T|&|B|B|F|R|F|B|E|XR|B|E|E | @Y

g2 (K (8|2 (K| E| BV R | R |EB|&kR|F|B|F|RE|E|K|D

BT |m| @ |H|E|MHA|E E|H A% B | T |E
a8 |k |F| B &% (R (L8| K E |8 BT | XK

B l= ||k | FIE | B |F | BEIR BHV|IR|B|IB | E|B|&|FF|S
o = N R 2 (kanji repetition
M IR |R|E | X |E|8 | B|E|QL|F|&|F|W
symbol)
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BASIC KANJI

Level 4: Study the following kanji (as well as those listed for Levels 2 & 3) not

only singly but as parts of words such as

&%, %38, X, &S, and #FH1L.

R | ®|E |k (B (| R (E|MF|F XS5 | & & |5 |
|| BS|F|E|R|IR|E|E |2 | E|&E|=2 || B |Z|D
R | B|2 (M B || R|F|L|%E || X\ T\ F R|E|IE|E |
R |E|E|F M k| B |F |8 | B |F|E | |FE|E|F|X
RIBE|IE|® | & | BB |2 |G |6 |x|& K ||| BE|BE|XE
3 RIE (b |%x|HB | &R BEE|K|TE B || f

PRACTICAL KANJI

The following kanji are often used on signs in public places in Japan. It is useful to know

what these kanji mean when you see them, even if you cannot pronounce or write them.

LEVEL 2 Rasin¥B(Lw>LD), #m(Lw>TA)IFEasinIFEQ(D
C&5<5), FFEMDIFVTDA)
fBasin B (ZITA), BRW DAV Zasin LAZLE (/=5
LEVEL 3 WOZEAL), BRIFAZTA)KasinBX(LATV), KBS
LHYLY)
LEVEL 4 R asin R (3 ARD), TET%(,’ 5 ’\r‘_”’-f 5) ®] as
in AIA) (DM ARD), H— RFRFRI(1F > M)
@A) THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY JAPAN
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COMMON FAMILY NAMES

\1 These names turn up so often that you should be able to pronounce
them correctly on sight.

5), A(ELH), M(IF@L), KHIFAT)
LEVEL 3 BIB(feMEL), IR ED L), M Zli(io#s)z:), WTF(E>L
72), HEWDSR), MMA(ZIERL), (kL7
LEVEL & EEE(S D), Bi(blinR), BEWLWE D), FH(D
5), AXK(LAT), #aKR(T9TE), ELKR(STT)
) COMMON PLACE NAMES

These place names commonly appear on signs and in maps, websites, news stories,

manga -- every kind of reading material. It is useful to know where these places are

located and how they are pronounced.

<

RR(ES5TFT&D), RE(T£DK), ABR(BHIH), HEE (BBITP)
LEVEL2 | &M(IFALwS), EE(LZK), AM(E w5 Ly >), HE (BI4Hbh) .
KFE(ToWAWVWK D), BRBIZIZFADL)

LEVEL3 | BENl (D) 88 (A< LE) . BE (K2iIE) . JIB (hbha )
wcompounds | FAL(X 31E<), BR(DAL D), FE(5HSR), LB (8<DL) |
inLevel 2 BEFEHATL), RE(BwS )

LEVEL4 | EBHENTE), #F (Z5RX) .

inLevels iE5), ZRE(HILI)

scompounds | IREE(FA L), FE(LALWL), RE(IIS L), EHF(S3ZXD), MER(DHE

@ THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY JAPAN
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These are u

MEASUREMENT TERMS

nits of measurement commonly used in everyday conversation in

Japan. Familiarity with them helps with everything from shopping to making plans

to participating in ordinary conversations in Japanese.

LEVEL 2 Temperature -- Celsius (°C)
LEVEL 3 Weight -- gram (gm), kilogram (kg)
LEVEL 4 Length -- centimeter (cm), meter (m), kilometer (km)

o PTO
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Al

SATSU

The following expressions are good to know for smooth social interaction.

LEVEL 2

BT AHABRTWV
ToTETXEY
ToTH52L% L
fefewWE
EHhRDBEETV
CHARTIL
BITAZTTITH
FCHFELT
SALLERYVLET

LEVEL 3

CAFE. BOHTESTTVET
CEDOTFLS. BOHTESTIVET
FOMNTETLLE:
S<WBEoL»WVWELT
BL»FELET
EDEBADLLEETV
ERHIEHDOHESTIWVWELT:
LohWwLELT
BEVLIZ(LTLETY)

SR x DT T
TEOLATETLIESTW

LEVEL 4

EMFIET

BERICLONWWLET
CRTLTLEY (BDFEY)
HELABZWT

HOILhITHDEEA
WOLBMEEICR>TVWET (BDFT)
MPLIEDZFLI

BFrELELLE

ZNTIE. LD2NWLWLET
L&SBLELE
CERNAS)ZEE/FBELTLET (BDEY)
~IEBLLBER(DOR)ZLTETV

2 OF WASHINGTON DC
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LANGUAGE LISTS ON A
THREE-YEAR CYCLE

Note: Level 2 students should study Level 2 items. Level 3 students should

study Levels 2 and 3 items, and Level 4 students, the items in Levels 2, 3,
and 4.

AFFECTIVE WORDS

Emotions are expressed differently in different languages. Short words

like the ones below can convey all sorts of emotions if used properly.

) .

S5ohbH
PR D

gohD
BAL < A

D55
IFo60
E5%5
oI
RACD

L3

H1=-hHd

WL T (~&W)
€2k
VD&oElL7n

L4
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VERBS WITH MULTIPLE MEANINGS

The following are examples of common words with multiple meanings

that are sometimes differentiated with homophonous kanji. There are

many such words in Japanese.

L2 | o hEIEIT(ET)

13 | < @A (CLY) HET (ET)

e | c A®EE (D) THT (59)
« IR (L&5F) 22T (5T

YOJIJUKUGO
Yojijukugo are idioms of four kanji arranged in a meaningful way.

L2 o —AZE (WoETILB &)
o HiEAS (IZo LAIF2IF)

L3 o —IRIEIR (WBXLLW?S)
e BERIT (WSIFALSTS)

L4 e FINEKE (FAFLLAHDA)
o T2l (MAEALITD)

d| THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY ]*P AN
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atmosphere).

)

GISEIGO AND GITAIGO

Giseigo refers to animal and human sounds (e.g., chirping, laughing) while

gitaigo are used to describe a certain state (e.g., facial expression,

All levels

e 6 o o o o o o o o o o
o 2 2 ry" 3 I
O
ik
O

IDIOMS WITH BODY PARTS

Many Japanese idioms like these refer to body parts and are used in everyday conversation.

SHEV (FHHLCDHWV)

L2 o HHEL (HHDHWVI-L)
e BZN< T3 (BDHX3KT3)
RBHOHEICES (BLHIZSICHED)
L3 and L& EHEHSHEW (EHHHSHEV)

BEED> (I f=2HD)
EhEWV (CLHEHWL)

iH
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PROVERBS

Giseigo refers to animal and human sounds (e.g., chirping, laughing) while

gitaigo are used to describe a certain state (e.g., facial expression,

atmosphere).

e BICEE (BICICHARIFD)

L2 « BrEolFA (OFrToIFA)

e« ADLICH=E (WLDSRICHTIARA)
L3 e WEZEHLDDLEFHL (TXTEFHODL LS5THN)
« ZOTOHEL (ZADLI-DENSDHE)

o« SOLHHE (LWHBHITE)

o HICKEL. 1T EICHAL (BLICHALH L. LT EICTHDL)

o« POVVFICRIRZESIESL (BDVLWIICR U ZIEL) A

o KEERDOZEL (S5VWAXDIEL)

o HRIFBAVSBIHT (T2R@EHD2VS5EICST)

e FIEHLNIEREDLS (L ITAMDbNELEDLDD)

o MALARIFAZTV (CHALLEIHLREEHEETV)

e BmBIFNIE, ATZETNS (DEHLITTNE. HDOTZhITN
3)

X] \ 4

) . WE-THEES (HBHA>TLHES)

L4

@) THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY AP A
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CONVERSATION ROUND

Participation in the Conversation Round is required.

Level 2 Conversation Round

Level Il students will participate in a group interview with their team members
where Japanese judges will ask each team member open-ended questions.
Students should be prepared to give a short jikoshoukai which includes their
name and main academic and extracurricular interests.

Topics from the follow list may be used in the interview:
e Dalily life and favorite pastimes
» Food
¢ Home and community
o Self, family, and friends

Level 3 & 4 Conversation Round

Each student will be randomly paired with another student of the same level
from a different team to interview each other about the following:

Level 3 — personal aspirations, future plans
Level 4 — current issues relevant to Japan

Students will take turns interviewing each other for two minutes each. The
interviewer must be able to start an interview appropriately, ask relevant
qguestions as well as follow-up questions in response to the interviewee's answers,
and close the interview properly at the end of the allotted time.

@ THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY JAPAN
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Students’ individual performance will be scored as either GOOD or

EXCELLENT. Prizes will be given to exceptional performers.

EXCELLENT interviewers tend to do the following in order to achieve their aim of
learning about the other person:
1. Be an active listener showing enthusiasm and compassion
2. Ask questions using the 5W (who-what-when-where-why) questions
effectively
3. Avoid simple yes-no questions
4. Use familiar words and expressions to ensure that the interviewee
understands the questions
5. Ask follow-up questions to take the interview to the next level
6. Use aizuchi (interjections and fillers used in Japanese conversation)
appropriately to ensure that the interview flows smoothly
7. Be positive, empathetic, and humorous to make the interview a joyful
experience

EXCELLENT interviewees tend to do the following in order to achieve their aim of
helping the other person get to know them better:
1. Answer the questions sincerely and appropriately

2. Use familiar words and expressions to ensure that the interviewer [
understands the answers

3. Use aizuchi appropriately to ensure that the interview flows smoothly

4. Be positive, empathetic, and humorous to make the interview a joyful
experience

@ THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY JAPAN
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Expectations

Level 2 students should be able to:
e understand and use basic expressions to express themselves
e interact simply but clearly
e use complete sentences to sustain coherent conversation during their
interview

Level 3 students should be able to:

understand and use expressions frequently used in daily life
exchange information accurately

describe matters with the appropriate information, in simple terms
sustain coherent and meaningful conversation

Level 4 students should be able to:
e understand and express points regarding various topics
e describe issues clearly
e express opinions fairly and clearly
e sustain coherent and meaningful conversation
o take the conversation to the next level

NATISNAL #*PAN B@WL
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The 32nd National Japan Bowl will tentatively be
held on April 11 & 12, 2024.

For more information, visit

JAPANBOWL.ORG

or email japanbowl@jaswdc.org




